
Online work sample

1/ In 2012 and 2013, I have been publishing and moderating the dedicated blog
hosted by Lemonde.fr for the exclusive covering of the TEDGlobal Conference. In
2013, I was the only writer on this blog : I published 5 posts in 3 days (on top of
completing 7 portraits for Le Monde print edition and a article for lemonde.fr (see
below)). 
You can access this blog here: 
http://tedglobal.blog.lemonde.fr/2013/06/16/tedglobal-2013-la-fin-du-regne-de-
lhomme-blanc/

2/ Here is, as a translated sample (and screen shot of the French version), a
story I also have written while at TEDGlobal 2013 and published on the home
page of Lemonde.fr (not on the dedicated blog) 

George Papandreou: “Greece is just the weakest link of a
system about to collapse”

Lemonde.fr – June 12, 2013

George Papandreou, the Greece former Prime Minister who is now enjoying a
productive  international  career  as  a  keynote  speaker  and  Harvard  professor,
opened last Tuesday in Edinburg the 2013 edition of the TEDGlobal Conference.

The theme of year, « Think again », may favor this kind of confessions. In 18
minutes, Mr. Papandreou shared his lessons learnt for the Greek crisis. « Politics
have  been  trapped  in  their  own  ignorance.  They  now  move  forward  totally
blind », he said, adding: “Greece is for us all what to expect ». He left with some
piece of advice: the urge to revitalize democracy by giving power back to Citizen,
« those we totally abandoned ».

Mingling  with  the  TED  crowd  and  a  bunch  of  journalists,  he  left  the  veil,
remembering the darkest hours of his mandate: « The European Commission has
lost control. I would have loved her to come with a plan and its consequences for
us to make a rational decision. But in fact, that was more this or this advisor
from  this  or  that  government  who  would  propose  a  plan  the  European
Commission would follow ».

Collateral Sacrifice

Reacting to the harsh IMF report on the management of the Greek crisis by the
European Commission, Papandreou insisted he was « happy the IMF would admit
it: we should have restructured much earlier, before the first austerity plan, as
soon as April 2010. The IMF Director agreed to it but I could not convince my
European partners, the Commission and Germany ».

He casually placed a few gems, or bombs: " When at the IMF, Strauss Khan was
never invited to our European meetings. I never understood that: we needed
him badly. I  guess this was due to some politician fights internal to  France.
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Sarkozy did not want him in. That’s unfortunate »
He  insisted  on  the  enormity  of  his  sacrifice  for  the  Greek  population:  « We
should have committed to these reforms but with less brutality. We should have
been able to negotiate better over time, and coordinate our austerity decisions
with  an  increased  focus  on  tax  evasion,  and  long  term  in  infrastructure
investments. "
What is his biggest regret? " The referendum. I lacked leadership, tactic. I should
have better shown that we were only the weakest link of a system about to
collapse,  entangled  in  the  errors  of  its  political  elite ».  Now  he  admits  it:
« Markets  never  believed  in  our  ability  to  take  good decisions.  They do not
believe in the potential of the Europe.”

@Flore Vasseur for Le Monde online (lemonde.fr), June 12, 2013
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